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By: Scott Curell 

I played football in high school. I loved the 
games. There was nothing like Friday nights 
under the lights with the crowd cheering. The 
anticipation of finally seeing the results of the 
hours you put into practicing. I also remember 
practices. There were hours of running and 
conditioning for those games on Friday nights. 
When learning the plays, we would practice the 
same plays over and over and over. We would 
focus on the small details of footwork and where 
and when people needed to be at certain times.  
The same play over and over and over again. 
Why? We did it to build the muscle memory. We 
did it so that later it would become a natural thing 
that we just did when it was time. 

We try to do that with our spiritual walk with 
Christ. We practice disciplines like reading 
scripture, prayer, church attendance and being 
involved in your church, fasting, praising, giving 
thanks, and serving others. Why do we do those 
things? We practice those spiritual disciplines so 
that they become natural to us. We practice them 
so they instinctively become who we are as a 
Child of God. James 5: 13-14 says, ñIs anyone 

among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone 
happy? Let them sing songs of praise. Is anyone 
among you sick? Let them call the elders of the 
church to pray over them and anoint them with 
oil in the name of the Lord.ò We instinctively 
know what to do and when to do it because we 
have practiced it. 

Northern Michigan Christian School is a Christian 
school. We have strong academic programming 
and we certainly teach from a Christian 
perspective in every subject. In addition, we are 
a school that teaches our students the spiritual 
practices and disciplines. We have daily 
devotions each morning at the beginning of the 
school day to help the students practice doing 
devotions and getting into Godôs Word on a daily 
basis. We pray together as a class, or as a 
school, so that we get into the habit of staying 
connected to Christ through prayer. We have 
chapel every week so that students learn the 
importance of corporate worship with fellow 
believers. We give the students opportunities to 
not only serve one another but to also serve our 
surrounding communities. We do this so that 
students develop the discipline of being the 
ñhands and feetò of Jesus. We do these things 

not because of ritual or tradition at Northern 
Michigan Christian School. We do these things 
so that our students have the opportunity to be 
reflections of Jesus to those around them. We do 
these things so that when they leave our school 
as seniors, it will be a natural thing to them. It will 
be who they are as a followers of Christ. 

Sometimes it is hard to pray. Sometimes I just 
donôt feel like reading my Bible. Sometimes I do 
not feel very thankful. Sometimes I just do not 
feel like lifting my voice in praise to Jesus. By 
teaching, modeling and practicing these spiritual 
disciplines we are teaching them that during the 
moments when we donôt ñfeelò like doing them 
might be one the most important times that we 
do. The Pulpit commentary says, ñThe more 
special and public acts and events of a manôs life 
gain place in his biography, but the 
commonplace, everyday associations of a man 
give the true impression of him. The routine life 
of a man should be the best revelation of the 
man.ò May we all practice these spiritual 
disciplines so that they become routine to us and 
are part of our DNA of who we are as believers. 

Northern Michigan Christian School would 
like to share that Carrie Stahl was 
awarded the Tom and Reca Scholarship 
this past year. Mrs. Stahl is using this 
scholarship to increase the subject areas 
she is able to teach for NMCS in the 
areas of PE and Health. Both Tom and 
Reca Winkle were born in the McBain 
area and were married in 1940. They 

were active members in Vogel Center 
Christian Reformed Church while 
operating a dairy farm near Vogel Center 
into the mid-1960s and later moving to 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. Reca died in 
2003 at the age of 86; Tom died in 2014 
at age 99. Tom and Reca Winkle were life
-long, enthusiastic supporters of Christian 
education, and they always had a special 

place in their hearts for Northern Michigan 
Christian School (NMCS). It is with 
gratitude in their hearts for the special 
part that NMCS has played in their lives, 
and the lives of their children, that they 
give this legacy gift to encourage and 
support Christian teacher education.  

GIVING BACK TO CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
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FUN ON THE RANGE 
Range Day was 
hosted again this 
year in early May. 
Participants were 
able to shoot one of 
two courses 
between the clay 
targets at the 
Marion Rod and 
Gun Club or the 
archery course at 
Expedition 
Untamed. Lunch 
was provided by 
Dawn Fresh 
Catering and Ebels 
General Store.  

Once teams 
completed their 
course in the early 
morning hours, they 
met together back 
at school for a meal 
and to hand out 
prizes ranging from 
meat bundles to 
practice targets.  

The event brought 
in over $10,000 for 
Christian education. 
Thank you Diane 
Eisenga for her 
vision behind the 
event! 

Each spring the sounds 
of joyful noise and 
music can be heard 
filling the halls at NMCS 
as students prepare for 
the spring musical and 
concert.  

The theme of the 
musical centered 
around the Agape 
League of superheroes. 
The spring concert 
focused on the songs 
from the big screen as 
many of our favorite 

movies were 
represented.  

Under the direction of 
Mrs. Erin McPherson, 
our music department 
has reached new 
heights and has helped 
our students develop 
their musical gifts.  

Thank you to Mrs. 
McPherson for her 
years of dedication to 
our music program. We 
wish her the best in her 
next adventure! 
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GRADUATION: THE NMCS DIFFERENCE 
By: Katelyn Richard 

Graduation season is a time to reflect on 
all that God has done for one's academic 
journey and to get excited about what 
God has in store for the future. At 
Northern Michigan Christian, we have the 
unique opportunity to personalize 
graduation and the weeks leading up to 
that big moment on stage. With the 
ñBehind the Tasselò series, we highlight 
each graduate individually to showcase 
who they are, what they have 
accomplished and where God is taking 
them next. We promote our students to 
the greater community through our social 
platforms, allowing others to see a 
glimpse of what God is doing in and 
amongst our senior class.  

We carry the same personalization into 
our graduation ceremony as each 

graduate has a moment in the spotlight. 
Faculty, staff and administration have the 
opportunity to write personalized 
comments about each senior, speaking to 
the impact they have on the school, the 
student body and the community as they 
end their senior year and become alumni 
of Northern Michigan Christian. It is a 
privilege to be a graduate of NMCS and 
this is highlighted through our alumni 
speaker who welcomes seniors to the 
alumni association. Alumni from past 
graduating classes also join seniors up 
front to sing the ñHalls of Northern.ò This 
unique opportunity allows generations of 
NMCS alumni to come together and 
reflect on their time here.  

God has been good to Northern Michigan 
Christian and we sing of His goodness as 
all join in singing ñThe Goodness of God.ò 

His goodness is evident through all the 
people in our school community who pour 
into our students to get them to this point. 
We recognize the parents of graduates 
who get a ñfront row seatò - behind the 
graduates - to commemorate this 
milestone. Parents are presented with a 
rose and welcomed up front by their 
seniors for a circle of prayer. The 
uniqueness of graduation at Northern 
Michigan Christian is not lost on us. We 
believe it is a special time to give God 
glory and celebrate our seniors in a 
personal way. This is what it means to be 
NMCS. This is the NMCS Difference! 

 


